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Bonn Reported Planning Bundesrat Meeting in West Berlin

The East German news agency declared on 11 May that a
.Bundesrat meeting in West Berlin would be ''provocative,' re-
iterating the contention that "West German attempts to treat
West Berlin as part of the Federal Republic grossly violate
the existing unequivocal legal position and constitute a provo-
cation' against the regime. Earlier, the East Germans charged
that Mayor Brandt was attempting to foment a revolt in East Ger-
many and theyprobably would claim that scheduling such a meet-
ing on 16 June would be intended to spark a revolution.

Since July 1959, when Khrushchev attacked the meeting in
Berlin of the West German national convention which elected
West German President Luebke, the USSR has been attempting
to make an international issue of the question of holding meet-
ings of West German parliamentary bodies there. Annual meet-
ings of either or both the Bundesrat and Bundestag had been held
in West Berlin from 1950 to 1959 in order to foster the idea that
the city is still Germany's national capital and to stress West
Berlin's ties with the Federal Republic. These meetings have
been increasingly under attack by the Communists, and last July
Khrushchev threatened to ""consider' signing a separate peace
treaty with East Germany if Bonn held its annual Bundestag ses-
sion in Berlin.

Following consultation with British, French, and American
representatives, Chancellor Adenauer last fall decided against a
Bundestag meeting in order to avoid doing anything which might
aggravate tensions in the city. Berlin officials, however, have
frequently expressed regret over the failure of the Bundestag to
meet in Berlin last year and stress the view that it would be
dangerous to let such an important link between Bonn and Berlin
as legislative sessions in Berlin be discontinued.

Mayor Brandt is reported to have raised the issue of a
meeting of only the upper house in Berlin with Franz Meyers,
president of the Bundesrat, during the latter's appearance in
Berlin on May Day. Meyers, who is now visiting the United
‘States and scheduled to visit in Washington from 21 to 24 May,
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